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How to Contribute to DAA Submissions

Member input is vital to DAA’s role as a key advocate on nutrition and dietetic issues in Australia.
The following flow-chart outlines the process DAA undertakes during submission development —
the text in italics highlights how members may contribute to the process.

Call for submissions announced (e.g. by Government body)

v

Identify strategic relevance to DAA
DAA National Office determines strategic relevance of the submission.
e Does it impact on DAA members?
e Does it impact substantially on public health?
e |[sitin accordance with DAA strategic directions?

Members are encouraged to contact DAA National Office if there is an issue
that they feel DAA should respond to.
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Respond Not respond
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Establish a reference group
Call for expressions of interest via weekly email for DAA members to be part of a reference
group to assist with submission development. This is a group with specific knowledge on the
issue and may be an existing group such as a committee or Interest Group.

The reference group usually meets via teleconference or via emalil to:

e discuss the evidence base surrounding the issue

e determine how best to develop the submission and

e assist National Office to draft a submission for broader member input

It is made clear to the group they are developing a DAA position which may not

be completely in line with personal views.

Consultation with general DAA membership
The draft submission is then made available on the DAA website for members to provide comment.
Members are notified via weekly email and encouraged to respond. Responses should, where possible, be

supported by evidence and referenced.

Consensus
Member comments are collated and presented to the reference group. Conflicting views are discussed by
the reference group and National Office to determine the final DAA position. The following are considered
when determining the DAA position:
- the evidence - member support
- previous DAA position - DAA strategic directions
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Final Submission
DAA National Office develops the final submission and submits

Members are encouraged to develop their own submission if the final DAA submission does not reflect
their individual views or if they wish to support the DAA position.

DAA Member Feedback
e Final submission available on DAA website
e Summary in DAA newsletter




